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beat and the guard and congregation marched out.1 The
discontent against the Corps culminated in 1806 in the
arrest of one of their number, Captain MacArthur, following
a dispute about the rum traffic; a military revolt ensued,
and Governor Bligh was deposed. This made the English
Government intervene; Colonel Macquarie was appointed
Governor, and the New South Wales Corps was despatched
to Europe for service against Napoleon.

The mm          The rum trade was a source of constant trouble.   By

1800 the population was consuming liquor annually at the
rate of 5 gallons 3 quarts of spirits and 2 gallons 3 quarts of
wine for every man, woman and child. In addition, a
brewery for the manufacture of beer was set up in i8o4.2
In 1807 Governor Bligh had to report that " Mr. Atkins, the
Judge-Advocate, has been accustomed to inebriety; has
been the ridicule of the community; sentences of death
have been pronounced in moments of intoxication/*3
Convicts were selling their rations for liquor, and officers
were making fortunes out of the vices of the people. Governor
King had made the most vigorous attempts to check the
trade without success.

The absence The chief trouble of the colony was the absence of free
settler! settlers. When Phillip returned to England in 1792 there
were only seventy-six free settlers.4 The best that could
be done to remedy this defect was to settle on the land
convicts whose period of punishment was ended; but these
were poor substitutes for voluntary settlers.

The rule of the Governor was necessarily absolute and
autocratic: until 1823 he was unfettered even by a Council.
Justice was administered by military officers and trial
by jury was not introduced until 1823. There was no
revenue out of which the Governor could make provision
for the development of the colony, and no taxes were
collected: necessities which he had to buy were paid for with
drafts on the English Treasury.

Yet in spite of the problems which the colony presented
there was a gradual development of the country. Few
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